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In the book A Career of Japan (Brill, 2016), Luke 
Gartlan sought to present the first detailed account of 
one of the major photographers and personalities  
of nineteenth-century Japan—the Austrian aristocrat 
Baron Raimund von Stillfried (1839–1911). In  
this talk, Gartlan will reflect on the historiographical 
challenges that were encountered in the writing of 
this book and the potential avenues that it opened to 
further research and the challenges that remain.  
He will present a brief overview of von Stillfried’s 
 career, stepping back from the details of his acti v - 
ities to ask broader questions about the relevance of 
such close studies to Meiji-period visual culture  
as a whole. In what ways do the careers of such long-
term foreign expatriates re-orient current under-
standings of nineteenth-century photography in Japan? 
What was their role in Meiji Japan and how are  
we to understand their contribution to photography 
in their adopted country? This talk will argue that  
the historiographical division between ‘Japanese’ and 
‘non-Japanese’ photographers misrepresents the 
entangled nature of Meiji Japan’s photographic indus-
try. It calls for a much more inclusive approach to  
the writing of photography’s history at the coalface of 
cultural exchange, which emphasizes current, on-
going efforts to write shared histories of overlooked 
photographs and photographers. 
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