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A   QUEER   ART 
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SO, WHAT  IS  ITS    
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Would it be dedicated to the critical examination of so-called “queer art,” art concerned with 
the subversion of identity categories and heteronormative premises? Would queer art history 

be invested in inclusion of this very art to the canon of an academic discipline? Or would its focus 
rather be on the interpretation of artworks from a decidedly queer perspective that, starting from a 
critique of normative categories, subjects the discipline itself to a fundamental re-evaluation?

The workshop focuses on various possible practices of queer art history and their mediation. 
Concrete methodological approaches that did prove fruitful for the project of queer art history 
thus far will be discussed alongside potential outlooks to consolidate queer perspectives within 

the field. Besides considering notions and concepts such as visibility, failure, irritation, anti-
assimilation, disidentification, or confrontation the workshop seeks to investigate how queer 
perspectives on art history can sustainably resist normative forces. It aims to outline the 
frameworks, which need to be implemented to expand the discipline, to anchor identity-critical 

approaches in art historical research as well as teaching, and to disrupt and dissolve the existing 
(methodological and material) canon of art history.

UNIVERSITÄT ZÜRICH AMBIVALENT WORK*S 04TH AND 05TH  DECEMBER 2020

O
N
LI
N
E

O
N
LI
N
E



UNIVERSITÄT ZÜRICH AMBIVALENT WORK*S 

   
   O

N
LI
N
E

O
N
LI
N
E

04TH AND 05TH  DECEMBER 2020

THE NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS  IS LIMITED AND REGISTRATION REQUESTED. 
A DETAILED PROGRAM WILL BE SENT UPON REGISTRATION 
PLEASE CONTACT                                  
                                          AMBIVALENT@KHIST.UZH.CHAMBIVALENT@KHIST.UZH.CH  

ORGANIZED BY ORGANIZED BY                CHRISTIAN LICLAIR, DANIEL BERNDT, FIONA MCGOVERN, SUSANNE HUBER              CHRISTIAN LICLAIR, DANIEL BERNDT, FIONA MCGOVERN, SUSANNE HUBER 
                    IN COLLABORATION WITH NADINE JIRKA AND SABINE BRADEL                    IN COLLABORATION WITH NADINE JIRKA AND SABINE BRADEL


