
 
 
Spring Semester 2021 

 
 
Institute of Art History, Chair of Early Modern Art History 
 

Field Trip: Andalusia. From Convivencia to 

Contact Zone 
 

 

 
 Granada, Alhambra 

 
Lecturers: Prof. Dr. Tristan Weddigen, Prof. Dr. Joris van Gastel, Laura Valterio M.A. 

 

Tutor: Alexandra Cruz Kyburz 

 

Destinations: Seville, Granada, Córdoba 

 

Dates: 5th – 11th July 2021 

 

Description: On January 1, 1492, the Nasrid ruler Muhammad XII of Granada – the last of the Muslim 

Kingdoms of Al-Andalus – handed over the keys to his city to the Reyes Católicos Isabel of Castile and 

Ferdinand of Aragon. Among the witnesses was the navigator and explorer Christopher Columbus who, 

only a few months later, would leave the port of Palos de la Frontera on behalf of the Crown with the 

purpose of opening up the western route to the Indies, thus laying the foundations for Spain’s global 

enterprise. The Spanish region of Andalusia has been a point of convergence both of Mediterranean 



transcultural phenomena and new worldwide dynamics. Cities such as Seville, Granada and Cordoba 

bear the material sediments of this cultural plurality in the unique form of their art and architecture, 

which combines Hispanic, Roman, Visigoth, Arab and Jewish elements, a syncretism that would both 

assimilate and extend to the New World as well. The economic, political and cultural interaction 

between Andalusia and extra-European regions of the Spanish Empire has been a constant factor over 

several centuries, as attested by the construction of Seville’s trading exchange in 1584 (today the 

Archivo General de Indias) and, after the loss of the colonies, by the Exposición Iberoamericana held in 

Seville in 1929. Until today, the creation of a local Andalusian identity out of a dialogue between 

cultures remains a central issue, that is also challenged by actual immigration. Through the exploration 

of selected key sites and works of art, the field trip aims to examine historical models and concepts 

describing phenomena of cultural conflict, coexistence and exchange related to the Andalusian case. 

 

 

Study Programs: The field trip is addressed to Master students from both the Specialized Master 
Program Art History in a Global Context (Module: Spaces of Global Art History) and the Master 

Kunstgeschichte (Modul: Orte und Räume der Künste). 

 

Credit points: 9 ECTS 

 

Assessment: In order to acquire 9 ECTS students should give an on-site presentation and hand in a 

written paper before the start of the excursion. Preliminary meetings for the preparation of the field trip 

(including the assignment of the presentation topic) will take place during the semester. 

 

Application: The module cannot be booked online. Please send applications as a single pdf-document 

to Laura Valterio (laura.valterio@uzh.ch) by 21st February 2021. The application should include: 

- a motivation letter (max. 1 page) 

- CV, including the following information: 

o study program (Major and Minor) 

o current semester 

 

Part of the travel costs will be refunded.  

 

For further information, please contact Laura Valterio at laura.valterio@uzh.ch. 

 

Introductory literature: Xavier Bray, ed., The Sacred Made Real: Spanish Painting and Sculpture, 

1600–1700, London 2009. Jonathan Brown, Painting in Spain, 1500–1700, New Haven & London 1998. 

Roberto Contini and María López-Fanjul y Díez del Corral, ed., El Siglo de Oro: Die Ära Velázquez, 

exh. cat. Gemäldegalerie Berlin, München 2016. John Gill, Andalusia: A Cultural History, Oxford 2008. 

Evonne Levy and Kenneth Mills, ed., Lexikon of the Hispanic Baroque, Austin 2013. Arsenio Moreno 

Mendoza, Da Velázquez a Murillo: Il «Siglo de oro» in Andalusia, Milan 1993. Sarah Schroth, ed., Art 

in Spain and the Hispanic World: Essays in Honor of Jonathan Brown, London 2010. Joan Sureda, The 

Golden Age of Spain: Painting, Sculpture, Architecture, New York 2008. 
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